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Canvas provides an integrated system for class discussions, allowing both instructors and students to start and
contribute to as many discussion topics as desired. Discussions allows for interactive communication between
two or more people; users can participate in a conversation with an entire class or group.

Discussions can also be created as an assignment for grading purposes (and seamlessly integrated with the
Canvas Gradebook), or simply serve as a forum for topical and current events. Discussions can also be created
within student groups.

Discussion topics can be organized as focused or threaded discussions. Focused discussions only allow for two
levels of nesting, the original post and subsequent replies. Threaded discussions allow for infinite levels of
nesting. Focused discussions are relatively short-lived interactions, while threaded discussions allow replies
within replies and may last for a longer period of time.

Overview of Canvas Discussion Feature

For in depth instructor guidance:

Instructor How to guides for discussions

For in depth student guidance

Student How to guides for discussions
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